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paying the most attention to those which, rightly or wrongly, have
been specially recommended for this purpose.
We will take to begin with the oxides of the metals of the
alkaline earths, that is to say, lime, magnesia and baryta, and then
proceed to the alkaline carbonates and the oxides of the alkalies.
Next we will treat of the question of the precipitation of bodies
in suspension in water. The importance of preliminary chemical
purification has roused the inventive faculties of machine makers
and many special apparatuses have been put on the market to solve
the problem of the purification of water. Consequently we will
examine the working of the principal types of these machines in
a special chapter.
Finally we shall examine the filtration of water and the methods
of freeing it from the precipitates obtained in purification by study-
ing the most important types of apparatuses for the purpose.